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Sappho and Alcaeus (Lawrence Al ma-Tadema: 881)

THE GREEK (PALATINE) ANTHOLOGY IV

Paphian Aphrodite once came across the sea to Knidos,
hoping to see a statue of herself.

After gazing atitinaspotseen from all sides,
she said, ‘When did Praxiteles see me naked?’

Praxiteles never saw what it was not right to see—his chisel
carved out an Aphrodite that Ares would like.

‘H Naein KuBépeta 6t oidpatog € Kvidov AADe
BouAopévn katideiv eikova tnv idinv.
Ttavin &' dBprioaca TEPLOKETITW EVI XWP QW



@Bey&ato- ‘Tod yupvny €ide pe Mpa&iteAng;’
Mpa&itéAng ouk €idev, a pn B€pLg, aAN’ 6 aidnpog

£€eoev, olay "Apng nbeAe, thv Napinv.
Plato (the epigrammatist)

Atomictheory

Of atoms did Epicurus wrote that all the world
Consisted, thinking, Alcimus, this was the tiniest thing.
But if Diophantus had existed then, he would have written that it consisted
[of Diophantus,
something much tinier than atoms,
50r he would have written that other things were composed from atoms,
but the atoms themselves, Alcimus, from Diophantus.

€€ atopwv ETikoupog OAov TOV KOOV Eypayev
givatl, ToUTto 60KV, "ANKIUE, AETITOTATOV.

el 6 10T Av Adavtog, Eypagev av €k Atogavtou,
10U Kal TV ATOUWV TIOUAU TL AETITOTEPOU,

51 Ta HEv AAN Eypae ouveataval €€ ATOpHwVY av,
£K TOUTOU & aUTdg, "AAKLUE, TAG ATOHOUG.

Lucillius11.103

Deadly night-singer

The night-raven’s song bodes death, but when the singer is
Demophilus, the night-raven itself dies.

vuktikopag adet Bavatngopov, A\’ 6tav don
Anpo@IAog, BvrokeL KauTog O VUKTIKOpAS.
Nicarchusii11.186

A doctor (s)kill
Doctor Marcus yesterday laid his hand on a statue of Zeus;
and statue and Zeus though he was, today he’s being buried.

10U AtBivou A10g €xB&g O KALVIKOG NYWato Mdpkog:
Kal AiBog v Kail ZeUg, orjepoV EKPEPETAL.
Lucillius 11.113
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Old boiler

They say you spend a long time in the bath, Heliodora,
an old woman of a hundred still on the game.
Except | know why you doit. Like ancient Pelias,
You hope to boil yourself young.

AoueaBai o Aéyouat oAUV xpovov, ‘HAlodwpa,
ypaiav ETGV EKATOV U KATAAUOHEVNV.
TIANV EYVWKA TIVOG TIOLETG XAPLV- G O TTaAdlog
gAttideig Meliag EPopévn vedaoalt.
Lucillius 11.256

Not a winner

To the Lord of Pisa* Aulus the boxer dedicates his skull,
having pieced together the bones one by one.
And if he escapes from Nemea, Lord Zeus, to you he will probably

Also dedicate any of the vertebrae he still has left.
*Zeus at Olympus

16 Miong pedéovtt 10 kpaviov AUAOG O TTUKTNG,
gv kaB’ ev abpoioagootéoy, avtibetal.
owBeig & ek Nepéag, Zel 6éotota, ool taxa Onoet
Kal ToUG AoTpayAaAoug TOUG ETL AEITIOLEVOUG.
Lucillius 11.258

Cold boiler

You bought a brass boiler, Heliodorus,
colder than Thracian Boreas.

Don’t blow the fire, don’t put yourself out; in vain you stir up the smoke.
What you bought was a brass wine-cooler for summer.

nyopaoag xaAkodv piAtdplov, ‘HAL0dwpe,
100 TEpl TV Opaknv Yuxpdtepov Bopeou.
1N @uoa, U KAUVE: LATNV TOV KATIVOV EYEIPELG:
ig 10 B€pog xahknv BaukaAlv nydpacag.
Anon. 11.244
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Literary come-on

Happy little roll,” I do not begrudge you; reading you,
some boy will rub you, holding you under his chin,

or press you against his delicate lips, or on his thighs
so dewy will roll you up, O most blessed of books.

5 Often you will wander into his bosom, or, on his chair
thrown down, will you dare to touch without fear,

and much, all alone, will you say to him first; but on my behalf,

little book, | beg you, speak rather frequently.
*The shape is not, shall we say, insignificant

gUTUXEG, oU @BovEw, BIPAIdIov- A pa o’ avayvoug
TIai TIg AvabAiYel, Ttpog Ta yevela Tibeig:

A TPUPEPOIG OPiyEeL Ttepl XEIAETLY, | KATA UNP@OV
gIANoEL OpOTEPQDV, (O LAKAPLOTOTATOV:

5 TTOAAQKL (POLTHOELG UTTOKOATTIOV, f} Ttapa dippoug
BAnBev toAunoeig ketva Biyeiv apopfwg.

TIOAAQ O €V NpeNin TTPOAAANTELG AAN UTTEP NUQY,
Xaptaplov, dEopal, TIUKVOTEPOV TL ADAEL.

Strato12.208

The mouse and the miser

Asclepiades the miser saw a mouse in his house

and said: ‘My dearest mouse, what business have you here with me?’
And the mouse said, smiling sweetly: ‘Fear nothing, my friend,

| do not seek board with you, but residence.’

1OV AokANTILadng o @IAdpyupog idev €v 0iKw,
Kal ‘Tl Totelg’, pnaoly, ‘@iAtate po, map’ épot;’
nou & 0 g yeAaoag. ‘undéev, @iAe, @naoi, ‘@oBnodig,
ouxl tpopfg Ttapa ool Xprdopev, aAAa povig.’
Lucillius 11.391
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Heraclitus of Ephesus (i)*

HERACLT T V.S

H. Sir, | Heraclitus, that | alone [both] discovered wisdom,
assert, and treatment of my parents better than wisdom.
For with kicks at my own parents, o stranger, evil-minded folks,
did I snarl. B. Ashining return for those who raised you!
H. Get away from me! B. Don’t be rough. H. Because you may soon hear
something rougher than my parents [did]. B. Farewell. H. And you, get
[out of Ephesus!
*The famously obscure, and very grumpy, philosopher
H. ovBpwTt’, ‘HpdkAeitog €yt coga Lolvog Aveupeiv
@api, Ta & g matpav kpgooova Kal coing:
Aa€ yap kai toke@vag, iw Séve, Suagppovag avdopag
UAdkTeuv. B. Adaumtpa Bpepapévolaol xapls.
H. oUk att’ épel; B. pun tpnyus. H. émel taya kal ou tL tevon
TpnXUTEPOV TIATPAg. B. xaipe. H. oU &' €€ Epéaou.
Meleager7.79

Heraclitus of Ephesus (ii)

Do not rapidly unfold to the end of the roll the book of Heraclitus
the Ephesian. The path is very difficult.

Allis mistand unilluminated darkness; but if one initiated
introduces you, itis clearer than the bright sun.

1N Taxus ‘HpakAeitou €T’ Oppalov eilee BiAov
ToUPETiou- uaAa tol SUoBatog Atparitog.
Oppvn Kal 0KOTOG £0TIV AAAUTIETOV: AV O€ O€ HUOTNG
gloayayn, @avepol Aautpotep’ feAiou.
Anon. 9.540



This tool nose, you know

Castor’s nose is, when he digs anything, a hoe for him,
a trumpet when he snores, a grape-sickle at vintage time,
an anchor on board ship, a plough when he is sowing,
a fishing-hook for sailors, a flesh-hook for feasters,
5a pair of tongs for ship-builders, and for farmers a leek-slicer,
an axe for carpenters and a handle for his door.
Such a serviceable implement has Castor the luck to possess,
wearing a nose adaptable for any work.

n pig Kaotopog €otty, Otav okarrn tt, dikeAAa-
odATyE &', av peyxn- Tf 8¢ tpuyn, dpemavov:

€v Tthololg dykupa: kataoTeipovtt &’ dpotpov:
ayklotpov vautalg, OPomayols kpeaypa-

5 vauTInyoig oxévOula- yewpyoig & Tt pacgokoupov:
TEKTOOLV A&ivn- Toig 6€ TIUAMOL KOpal.

oUTwg elXprjotou okeUoug KAotwp TeTUXNKE,
piva pépwv TtAong Appevov €pyaaing.

Anon.11.203

Winsome...

For my father’s brother, the astrologers a ripe old age
all prophesied with one voice.
Hermoclides alone foretold his premature death,
but he did so when we were lamenting over his corpse in the house.

TG TIaTpl LoU TOV ASEAPOV Ol ATTPOAOYOL HaKPOYNpwY
TIAVTEG Epavieloavd’ wg ag’ £vog oToUaTog:
AAN ‘EppokAeidng altov povog gite Ttpopolpov
gime &', 0T aUTOV E0w VEKPOV EKOTITOWEDA.
Lucillius11.159
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Kindly doctor

Agelaus by operating slaughtered Acestorides.
‘He would have been lame’ he said, ‘the poor fellow’

XElpoupy®V Eopadev Akeotopidnv AyéAaog:
‘{@V yap XwAeUeLv,” @naolv, ‘€ueAe taiag.’
Callicter11.121

Nota fan

Demetrius, fanning Artemidora in her sleep—
A slight girl—fanned her off the roof.

pimtidwv €v UTtvolg Anuntplog Aptepdwpav
TNV AETITAVY, €K ToU dwpatog £EELalev.
Lucillius11.101
Bad buy

You bought hair, rouge, honey, wax, and teeth.
For the same outlay you might have bought a face.

nyopaocag TTAOKApouUG, (pUKog, HEAL, Knpov, 6dovTag:
TAG authg datavng OYLv av nyopacag.
Lucillius11.310
Sitting it out

Whether Pericles ran, or sat, the stadion race,
no one knows. Miraculous slowness!
The noise of the barrier’s fall was in our ears, and another
was being crowned, and Pericles had not advanced an inch.

10 otadiov MepikAfg it €dpapey, €iT’ €kadnto,
oUdelg 0idev OAwG- datpoviog Bpadutng.

0 Yowog AV UoTtAnyog év oUaat, kai atepavolto
aMog, kai MepikAfg daktuAov oU TtpoEfn.
Anonymous 11.186
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Last laugh

| who the much-groaning life of men
Tempered with a laugh, Philistion from Nicaea,
lie here, the epitomizer of all life;*

| often died, but never quite like this.
*i.e. he had impersonated all types of men

0 TOV TIOAUOTEVAKTOV AvBpwTIwV Piov
véEAwTL Kepdoag NikaeUg PiAioTiwv
gvtalfa keipat, Asiyavov Ttavtog Biou,”
TIOAAAKIG aTtoBavwy, wde &' OUSETIWTIOTE.
Anon. 7.155

Alexis ...

Him walking in the road at noon-tide | saw — Alexis,
the summerjust being shorn of the tresses of her fruits;

and double rays burnt me, the rays of passion [aroused in me]
from the boy’s eyes and others from the sun.

5 The sun’s [rays] night laid to rest again, but love’s [rays] in dreams
the image of beauty rather kindled.

So night, who releases others from toil, created it in me,
expressing in my soul a loveliness which is living fire.



Eivodiov ateiyovta peoapfpivov eidov "AAeLy,
ApTLKOpAV KapTiiv Kelpopévou BEpeog.
SIAal &’ AKTiVEG e KaTépAeyov: al pev "Epwtog,
Tatdog at’ 0BaAu®y, ai &€ tap’ feAiou.
5aM\’ ag pev vu€ albig ékoiploey, agd €v Oveipolg
gldwAov poppfic LAAAOV AVEPAOYLOEV.
Aucittovog & €T€poLg ETT €ploi TTOVOV UTtvog £Teuev
guttvouv Ttip YUy KaAog dtetkovioag.
Meleager12.127

Final Greek Anthologyweek: the power of flatulence, the price of old age, gout,
Heliodora, a bull’s reward.
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